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SUBJECT ¢ Request for Intelligence Information

1. Brief estimates on the following are requested:

&+ _In the opinion of WE/ORE, will anti-com-
munist labor unity----we have in mind primarily
the amalgamation of the LCGIL and FIL----be achieved
within the next six months, barring bpresently unfore-~
Seen developments?

b. If the ICGIL and the FIL were to become non-
political labor unions--~--divorce themselves from
the political parties with which they are now affil-
lated-~--would such g development strenghten or
weaken the De Gasperi government? In other words, is
suchh political support which the Christian Democrats
now get, or may expect to get in the future from the
ICGIL, a positive contribution to the s8tability of
the De Gasperi government?

2+ It would be appreciated if brief estimates on
these matters could be available by noon on Monday,
October 3.

Chief, Intelligence Research

Reference: Case No. 364
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Chief, Staff Intelllgence Group | 30 September 1949
Chlef, Western Europe Branch

IP22 Political implicationa of developments 1n
Italian labor movement.

REFERENCE{ Memorandum dated 30 September 1949,

1. Representatives of the LCGIL, FIL, and some
independent labor unions have agreed to meet in
Fovember 1949 in order to dlscuss and effect a merger
of their forces into a single non-Communist labor
organizetion.

&, WE/ORE believes that, unless US influence

18 exerted, such a wniflcatlon will be impossible

within the next six months. Reasons for this

eonclusion are as follows:

(1) the movement for unificetion has been
stimlated by only a small group of LCGIL
and FIL labor leaders with the support of
some US labor leadersj

{2} the rank and file of the non--
Communist labor federatlons concerned,
eag;ciall that of the FII (Republican and
moderate Soclalist), are not convinced that
a8 wnification wlthin the next slx months
would serve thelr particular interests,

Both the IL and FIL are stlill very young
organizations; the FIL in particular has
not yst exploitad 1ts full potentialitles
for membership;

{3) many FIL adherents fear that e merger
under present conditions would result in a
Christian Democratic and clerical dominatlion
of the new federation., The FIL is aware that
membership of the pro-clerlcal LCGIL now
outnumbers 1ts own by three to one, it ls
aware also that a merger within the next
slx months would serliously restrict ita own
8bility to attract Leftists from the Commnist-
swayed CGIL and from nuwaerous indspendent
unionists and unorganized workers who oppose
both Communist and clerical domination,
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b, Sussion by US officlals and labor
reprssentatives could be declsive in effecting
& unification in Fovember 1949 or soon there=
after, Such a unification, however, would
be artificial and would Jeopardize the formatlon
of & more effective non-Communist labor front at
g later date.

g, Effective separation of ths FIL from the
Republican and moderate Soclallst political parties or
of the LCGIL from the Christian Democratic Party 1s
highly robable.

‘ &. Could the LCGIL and the FIL bacome N

%&gﬁ% 1abor unfons, however, such a develop~

BRAL would strengthen the De Gasperl Goverrment

becouse the changes

{1) would in large mempure remove from
the present LCGIL 1ts talnt of c¢lericallpm
and subservience to the Goverrment; and

{2) would help to free the FIL from
invelvement in Soclalist quarrels and from
the widespread labor obiection to association
with & Soclallist Party PSLI) participating
in & "olericel® Govermment.

b, Should the potential development indicated
in paregraph 2.0, be realized, a more powerful
non-Communist labor confederation would then be
possible. Such a confederatlon would be muoch
mors effective than are the LCGIL and the FIL
at present against the Commmnist~dominated CCGIL,
and would thus bs in a positlon to weaken further
the Comwnist control of organized labor. Such
& da?alo?mont would remove a serlous threat to
the stebllity of the De Gasperi Government.,

. 8, Attention 1s Invited, in ORE/WE Branch Weekly,
27 September 1949, pege 4 and in CIA Weelkly Summery,
30 Beptember 1949, page 4, to articles on the subject
?iia uizyz fication of noneCommunist organiged laber in
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